Fontanella Quintet 
Featuring five of the UK’s most talented and respected recorder players, the Fontanella Quintet is building a reputation as one of Britain’s most innovative recorder ensembles. The ensemble has appeared in concert all over the UK, and on radio and television networks across Britain and Europe, including festivals in Wells, Brighton, York and in the Skálholt Summer concerts series in Iceland.

Fontanella’s musical interests are wide and encompass all periods of music from medieval through to contemporary music. Their magnificent consort of renaissance instruments showcases the most recent historical research by recorder maker Adrian Brown, for which Fontanella received a generous development grant from the Humphrey Richardson Taylor Trust. The ensemble is equally keen to increase the contemporary music repertoire for recorder quintet. This has resulted in commissions of fabulous new pieces by Tim Coker, Julian Argüelles and Peter McGarr, which have been successfully incorporated into their programmes.  Currently the ensemble is working on multi-media works with British composers Tim Coker, Paul Rhys and Kate Pearson, writing pieces on themes from the English renaissance.

The ensemble has devised several major youth music projects in Britain including the Brighton Early Music Festival’s special educational events for recorder players, Viva Recorder! (2006) and The Recorder Revolution Conference (2007). They have also worked in collaboration with local schools for Southampton’s Recorder Extravaganza at the Turner Sims Hall. Their storytelling project with Neil Ruckman has been a great hit amongst schools, festivals and arts organisations including the York Early Music Festival and the Malvern Recorder Weekend. The ensemble has also appeared live on Children’s BBC 1 as part of Shakespeare’s Birthday Celebrations. In 2007 Fontanella were the Brighton Early Music Festivals’ Educators in Residence.

‘Mesmerising… the audience were completely entranced. Totally irresistible’ The Recorder Magazine
